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Abstract

A case study on a complaint against food in Osaka city in 2010 was as follows. A foreign substance

was found on the bottom of a pack of a Chinese meat dumpling known as shaomai. The size and form of the

foreign substance were very similar to those of a part of a bamboo cooking utensil used in the shaomar

factory as a reference sample. The fragment of DNA extracted from the foreign substance was amplified

using a PCR method with a plant—specific primer, and the PCR products were separated by agarose gel

electrophoresis. The fragment of DNA from the foreign substance was of the same size as that of DNA

from the reference sample and a plant origin—positive sample. The origin of the foreign substance was

therefore identified as plant and assumed to have come from a part of the bamboo cooking utensil.
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