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Distribution of Invasive Alien Species in Osaka City:

Potential and Problems of Information Collection over the Internet

Koh-Ichi TAKAKURA

Abstract

Alien species are one of the most serious threats to biological diversity. The Japanese government

has prohibited the rearing and release of 93 taxa of invasive alien species. Information about invasive alien

species and their distribution is necessary for their control and the management of local biological

diversity, but this information is not available for many regions. In this report, information on the

distribution of the invasive alien species in Osaka city was collected from multiple sources: sightings by a

specialist (the author), press reports, and online descriptions by both specialists and non—specialists. The

data collected indicated that 21 taxa of invasive alien species have been reported in Osaka city, that there

were some biases in the coverage of taxa and locations among information sources, and that the patterns

of temporal changes in the distribution patterns shown by information from non—specialists and specialists

were similar for some species.
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