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Abstract

During four seasons from 2006-2007 through 2009-2010, we collected 89 samples of Japanese

oysters for raw consumption to investigate norovirus (NV) and hepatitis A virus (HAV) using real-time
reverse transcription (RT)-PCR and RT-PCR. NVs were detected in 17 samples (19.1%); HAVs were not

detected. The NV strains from oysters were characterized into at least nine genotypes (three in

genogroup | and six in genogroup 1I). Recently NV-associated outbreaks caused by ingestion of oysters

have decreased, but this study showed that raw oysters in the last four seasons had been contaminated

with NVs. Results show that raw oyster still constitute an important vehicle of NV food poisoning.
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